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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1-57. (cancelled) 

58, (previously presented) A expandable stent, comprising, in its expanded condition: a 
plurality of interconnected flexible cells defining a stent having a proximal end, a central section 
and a distai end and a longitudinal axis, the cells arranged in a plurality of interconnected 
flexible rows disposed along the longitudinal axis of the stent with at least one distal row 
disposed at the distal end of the stent and at least one proximal row disposed at the proximal end 
of the stent, wherein the cells disposed in the at least one row at an end of the stent are adapted to 
exert greater radial force and are adapted to be more flexible than the cells disposed in the rows 
in the central section. 

59, (previously presented) The stent of claim 70, wherein cells in the most distal row and the 
row proximal to the most distal row of the stent are adapted to exert greater radial force and are 
adapted to be more flexible than the cells disposed in the rows in the central section. 

60, (previously presented) A expandable stent, comprismg in its expanded condition: a 
plurality of interconnected flexible cells defining a stent having a proximal end, a central section 
and a distal end and a longitudinal axis, the cells arranged in a plurality of interconnected 
flexible rows disposed along the longimdinal axis of the stent with at least one distal row 
disposed at the distal end of the stent and at least one proximal row disposed at the proximal end 
of the stent, wherein the cells disposed in the at least one row at an end of the stent are adapted 
to be more flexible than the cells disposed m the rows in the central section. 
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61 . (previously presented) The stent of claim 75, wherein cells in the most distal row and die 
row proximal to the most distal row of the stent are adapted to be more flexible than the cells 
disposed in the rows in the central section. 

62. (previously presented) An expandable stent, comprising: 

a) a plurality of interconnected flexible cells dejfining a stent having a proximal end, 
a central section and a distal end and a longitudinal axis, the cells arranged in a plurality of 
interconnected flexible rows disposed along the longitudinal axis of the stent with at least one 
distal row disposed at the distal end of the stent and at least one proximal row disposed at the 
proximal end of the stent, each of the flexible cells including a first member, a second member, a 
third member and, a fourth member; 

b) a first C-fihaped loop disposed between the first member and the third member, 

c) a second C-shaped loop disposed between the second member and the fourth 



d) adjacent rows of cells connected to each other; and 

e) wherein the cells of the at least one row at an end of the stent are provided with 
first and third members that are shorter than the first and third members in the central section, 
and wherein the at least one row at an end of the stent is coupled to an adjacent row with flexible 
connectors that result in a more flexible connection than connections between cells in the rows of 
the stent in the central area. 

63. (previously presented) The stent of claim 80, wherein cells in the most distal row and the 
row proximal to the most distal row of the stent are coupled to a next adjacent row in the 
proximal direction with flexible connectors that result in a more flexible connection than 
cormections between cells in the rows of the stent in the central area. 



member, 
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64. (cancelled). 

65. (currently amended) A cylindrical stent, having a proximal end, a distal end, a center 
section and a longitudinal axis, comprising: 

a plxtralitv of interconnected circmnferential bands multiplicity of goto of atnit mombora 
with tho wherein each of the circumferential bands defines a generally serpentine pattern 
comprising a plurality of strut members and a plurality of b e ing joined by loops and wkh 
adjacent setis of s tmt members circumferential bands being coupled each to the other by 
structures extending generally in the longitudinal direction, all forming circumferentially 
extending rows of cells, 

said Jtont having a proximal end, a diotnl ond ond - a c e nt e r s e ction, 

said stent having two types of g e ts of strut m e mb e rs c ircumferential bands, a first type of 
circumfere n tial ban d se t of s trut momborc a nd a second type of circumferential band se t of strut 
mcmborQ » 

the first type of circumferential band set of gtrut member s having a stmt members shorter 
in length oa compafcd to tho longth than the stmt members of the second type of circumferential 
band got of atmt mombora , 

wherein a at l e ant nomo nf tho first typft of the circumferential band got of Qtmt mombors 
is coupled to an adjacent second type of circumferential band stmt m e mb e rs by stmctures 
extending generally in the longitudinal direction which are more flexible than those stmctures 
coupling said second type of circumferential band 6 tmt m e mb e rg to an adjacent second type of 
circximferential band . 

66. (currently amended) The stent as recited in claim 65 where the stmt members of said 

first type of circumferential hands have act of atmt mombors has a length in the longitudinal 

direction of the stent that is less than the length in the longitudinal direction of the stmt members 

of said second type of oot of stmt mombors circumferential bands . 
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67. (previously presented) The stent as recited in claim 66 where said stent is a radially self- 
expanding stent. 

68. (currently amended) A cylindrical stent, having a proximal end, a distal end, a center 
section and a longitudinal axis, comprising: 

a plurality of interconnected circumferential bands multiplicity of aota of atnit momborg 
with the wherein each of the circumferential bands defines a generally serpentine pattern 
comprising a plurality of strut members joined by and a plurality of loops and wife adjacent 
circumferential bands oots of istmt m e mb e rs being coupled each to the other by structures 
extending generally in the longitudinal direction forming circximferentially extending rows of 
cells^ 

said Dtont ha v ing a pToximol e nd, a distal end and a c e nt e r section located between s aid 
proximal and diatal ondfl, 

said stent having two types of sets of strut members circumferential bands , a first type of 
circumferential band s e t of strut m e mb e rs and a second type of oot of Qtmt mombors 
circumferential band. 

the first type of set of circumferential band having strut members having a shorter in 
length ao oompar e d to th e l e ngth than the stmt members of the second type of s e t of strut 
m e mb e rs circumferential band . 

wherein a first type of circumferential band is oot of otnit momborg coupled to an 
adjacent second type of circumferential band strut momboro by structures extending generally in 
the longitudinal direction which are more flexible than those structures coupling said second type 
of fi toit memb e rs circumferential band to an adjacent second type of circumferential band . 

69. (currently amended) The stent as recited in claim 68 where the strut members of said 
first type of circumferential bands set of strut mombons hoja have a length in the longitudinal 
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direction of said stent that is less than the length in the longitudinal direction of said the strut 
members of the second type of se t of stmt m e mb e rs circumferential bands , 

70. (previously presented) The stent of claim 58 wherein the cells disposed in the at least one 
distal row of the stent are adapted to exert greater radial force and are adapted to be more flexible 
than the cells disposed in the rows in the central section. 

71 . (previously presented) The stent of claim 58 wherein the cells disposed in the at least one 
proximal row of the stent are adapted to exert greater radial force and are adapted to be more 
flexible than the cells disposed iti the rows in the central section. 

72. (previously presented) The stent of claim 71, wherein cells in the most proximal row and 
the row distal to the most proximal row of the stent are adapted to exert greater radial force and . 
are adapted to be more flexible than the cells disposed in the rows in the central section. 

73. (previously presented) The stent of claim 59 wherein the cells disposed in the at least one 
proximal row of the stent are adapted to exert greater radial force and are adapted to be more 
flexible than the cells disposed in the rows in the central section, 

74. (previously presented) The stent of claim 73; wherein cells in the most distal row and the 
row proximal to the most distal row of the stent and the cells in the most proximal row and the 
row distal to the most proximal row of the stent are adapted to exert greater radial force and are 
adapted to be more flexible than the cells disposed in the rows in the central section, 

75 . (previously presented) The stent of claim 60 wherein the cells disposed in the at least one 
distal row of the stent are adapted to be more flexible than the cells disposed in the rows in the 
central sectioiL 
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76. (previously presented) The stent of claim 60 wherein the cells disposed in the at least one 
proximal row of the stent are adapted to be more flexible than the cells disposed in the rows in 
the central section. 

77. (previously presented) The stent of claim 76, wherein cells in the most proximal row and 
the row distal to the most proximal row of the stent are adapted to be more flexible than the cells 
disposed in the rows in the central section. 

78. (previously presented) The stent of claim 61 wherein the cells disposed in the at least one 
proximal row of the stent are adapted to be more flexible than the cells disposed in the rows in 
the central section. 

79. (previously presented) The stent of claim 78, wherein cells in the most distal row and the 
row proximal to the most distal row of the stent and the cells in the most proximal row and the 
row distal to the most proximal row of the stent are adapted to be more flexible than the cells 
disposed in the rows in the central section. 

80. (previously presented) The stent of claim 62, wherein the cells of the at least one distal 
row are provided with first and third members that are shorter than the first and third members in 
the central section. 

81. (previously presented) The stent of claim 62, wherein the cells of the at least one proximal 
row are provided with first and third members that are shorter than the first and third members in 
the central section. 

82. (previously presented) The stent of claim 8 1 , wherein cells in the most proximal row and 
the row distal to the most proximal row of the stent are coupled to a next adjacent row in the 
distal direction with flexible connectors that result in a more flexible connection than 
connections between cells in the rows of the stent in the central area. 
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83. (previously presented) The stent of claim SO, wherein the cells of the at least one proximal 
row are provided with first and third members that are shorter than the first and third members in 
the central section. 

84. (previously presented) The stent of claim 83, wherein cells in the most distal row and the 
row proximal to the most distal row of the stent are coupled to a next adjacent row in the 
proximal direction with flexible connectors that result in a more flexible connection than 
connections between cells in the rows of the stent in the central area and cells in the most 
proximal row and the row distal to the most proximal row of the stent are coupled to a next 
adjacent row in the distal direction with flexible connectors that result in a more flexible 
connection than connections between cells in the rows of the stent in the central area, 

85. (cuTTOTtly amended) The stent as recited in claim 65 where floid - firflt typ e of got of strut 
memb e r s or e dispo se d in a circumfcrcntially extending row at the distal end of the stent 
comprises a first tvpe of circumferential band . 

86. (cunrently amended) The stent as recited in claim 65 where ooid firot type of oct of strut 
m e mbers oro diapoacd in a oiroumforontially oxtonding row at the proximal end of the stent 
comprises a first type of circumferential band . 

87. (currently amended) The stent as recited in claim 68 where said first typo of sot of strut 
momborg oro disposed in a circumfer e ntially e xtending row at the distal end of the stent 
comprises a first type of circumferential band . 

88. (currently amended) The stent as recited in claim 68 where said first typ e of se t of stmt 
membors arc disposed in a ciromnfcrcntially oj fe tending row at the proximal end of the stent 
comprises a first type of circumferential band . 
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